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At temples of the Zen sect of Buddhism, it is
common to encounter scenes of quiet medita-

tion.

Despite its refatively isolated location on the
“rim of Asia, Japan has been the heir to both "
physical and cultural migrations from the

_mainfand. o , _

‘Between the 6th and 9th centuries AD.,
the Japanese eagerly sought out and adopted
major elements of Chinese culture. For ex-

- ample, the Taika reforms of the 7th century
and the development of Buddhist philoso-
phies were inspired by Prince Shotoku's ad-
miration for Chinese culture. This importiation
of Chinese culture did not replace Japanese
traditions, however. Rather, the new ideas
were tested against the old; those. that fit
were kept while those that did not were cast
aside. In the end, the cultural borrowing en-
abled the Japanese 10 make their own dis-
tinct contributions, especially after they
avolved their own system of writing in the

10th ceritury. - - .
in the documents that follow; you will see
- how the lapanese adapted and transformed
_ what they had borrowed fram China in these
- early centuries. L -

L L, .2 iR TR e BT 3

This excerpt is from th
- sermon.) It is an examp
Vehicle,” one of the two prin
Buddhism, or the “Lesser Vehicle,
a god but also beli
school of Bu

T 7 MAHAYANA BUDDHISM

e_VimaIakirti Sutra. (A sutra is _a-Buddhist }dia:lbgue_ or
je of Mahayana Buddhism, also referred to as the ““Greater
cipal divisions of Buddhism. In conirast 10 Hinayana
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le,” Mahayana Buddhists not only look on Buddha as
ieve thaf all fiving beings can attain Buddhahood. Implicit in this

ddhism is the messianic mission of helping others achieve salvation, .

. named Vimalakirti. Taving done homage

. TRARY

of Vaishali a wealthy householder
to countless Buddhas of the past, doing
o Eternal Law, 'he_.Was a man of

At that time, there dwell in the great city

good works, aftaining to iacquiéscenc;e inth
wonderful eloguence, : ' '
Exercising supernatura
‘siate of fearlessness, '
Repressing all evil enmities, rea
the way of wisdom. .

] powers, obtaining all magic formulas, a:r-iving at the

¢hing the gate of profound truth,_Walking in
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Vaishali only for the sake of the necesé_ary means for saving crea-
1y rich, ever careful of the pecr, pure in sglf-discipline, obedient

Residing int
" ures, abundant

~ to all precepts,
Removing al

] anger by the practice of patience, removing all stoth by the prac-
tice of diligence, removing all distraction of mind by intent meditation, rTemov-

ing all ignorance by fullness of wisdom;

Though he is buta simple layman, yet observing the pure monastic discl-

line; .
’ Though living at home, yet never desirous of anything;
Though possessing & wife and children, always exercising pure virtues;
Though surrounded by his family, holding aloof from worldly pleasures;
Though using the jewel ornaments of the world, yet adorned with spiritual
spiendor;

Though eating and drinking, yet enjoying the flavor of the rapiure of the medi-

tation;
Though frequenting the gambling house, yet leading the gamblers into the L 2l
right path; ' 1
Though coming into contact with heresy, yet never Ietting his true faith be 1
impaired; : o
Though having a profound knowledge of worldly learning yet ever finding : 5
pleasure in things of the spirit as thonght by Buddha. ... RENE
Teaching [nobles] patience when among them as the most honorable of their : : R
kind; S _ ' ' [y
Removing arrogance when amang [priests] as the most honorable of their k ;
kind; ' : B
Teaching justice to great rainisters when among them as the most honorable : ' N [
: _ i

of their kind;
Teaching Yoyalty and filial plely
honorable of their kind,
Teaching honesty 10
honorable of their kind;
Persuading the masses to
most honorable of their kind. ...
__Thus by such countless means
dered benefit to all beings.

tc the princes when among them as the most

the ladies of the court when among them as the most
cherish the virtue of mevits when among them as the

Vimalakirti, the wealthy householder, ren-

SOURCE: Tsuneda, Ryusaku, Sources of Japanese

w, T. De Bary, and Donald Keene, eds.,
Traditionr, Vot. 1, pp- 100-103. o

What ethical guidelines does this suira establish for members of the court? How do
these guidelines reflect both Buddhist and Confucian thought?
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PRINCE SHOTOKU TEACHES CONFUCIAN!SM

: S'ettmg an examp-‘e for the court Prmce Shotoku !eamed fo ead and wrrte Chmese L
and carefully studied Chinese literature, espec:aﬂy Confiician ph:.'osophy Shotoku .
‘encouraged the japanese to adopt Confucianism as the source of pohhcaf and
familial eih:cs as these. excerpls from his wntmgs md:cate '

I Herrnouy should be- valued and quarrels should be avorded Everyone has hrs; )
biases, and few men are far sighted. Therefore: S0mE. drsobey their, 1ords and fath:.

 ersand keep up feuds w1th thelr neighbors But when the “superiors are in har—

mony w1th gach. other and inferiors are friendly, then effalrs are discussed - :
quietly and. the right view. of matters prevalls Then there is nothmg that cannot "
be’ acoomphshed* i : : e S

i, Do not fail to obey the commands of your Soverelgn He is. hke Heavezr, :

* -which is above the Earth, and the vassal is hlce the Barth, which bea:rs up oo

Heaver. When Heaven and Earth are prn::perlg,r in place, the four seasons follow -
* their course ‘and all is well in Nature. But if the Earth attempts to take the place :
of Heaven, Heaven would simply fall inruin: :
I¥. The Ministers and ofﬁelals of the state should. make proper behevror the1r
- first principle, for if the supériors do not behave properly, the mferlors are. dlsor- :
. derly, if thie inferiors behave 1mproper1y, offenses will naturally result; _
V. -Deal 1mpart1a11y wrth the legal complarnts which are: submltted to you If the
man who-is to decide. surts at law makes gain his motlve, and hears cases with a
" view to receiving brlbes then the suits of the rich man will be like & stone ﬂung
' into water, meeting no. reslstam‘:e, “while: the complamts of the: poor erl be like
water t'hrown vipon @ stone. In these. mrcumstanees ‘the poor men WIH tiot know
-where to go,/ nor wilt he behave s he should e : :

VI  Punish the evil and reward the good “This was the exceilent rule of anth—
ity Therefore do not hide: the good quahhes of others or faﬂ o correct what is
= WIODE when you seeit.: ..

F XV, To subordmate prwate mterests to the publlc goed—ﬂthet 1s the path of a.

~ vassal, Now if a man.is mﬂuenced by private moiives, he. ‘will be resentiul, ‘and if
‘heis mﬂueneed by resentment he will fail to act harmomously with ‘others. 1f he
fails to act hermomousiy with others; the pubhc 111terest Wﬂl sufier Resentment
mterferes Wlﬂl order: and i suhverswe 1o laW -

B ¢ 2 2 R preTee

: SOURCE Hyman Kublan }apan Sefected Readings INew York Houghton M1fﬂ|n 1968) pp. 30-34

What Confucran values did Prmce Shotoku seek to mtroduce to ]apan?
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EMBASSY TO SHIRAGI

' The Manyoshu (One Th sand Poems) is one of the carliest anthoiogres of ,’apanese s

poetry. Written in 736, after the introduction of Chinese litérature as ‘well as
Buddhism, these poems reflect Japanese ‘cilture during the 7th and 8th centuties.

The poem below recalls the sorrow that. a ]apanese fam:ly fee!s when a Ioved one . -

Ieaves on an embassy to Chma

Embassy to Shmagl
When [ am parted from yow; my deares’[

Who fold me as’ with wings, .
© As a water bied its chick on Muko Bay

On the sand- bar of the intet— " - .

‘01 shall die of yearnmg aftér you

Could my great ship take you m, S
1 would keep you, beloved, .- - '
Foldmg you as with ngsI o

When mist rises.on the seashare o
Where you put in; :
Consider it the breathing

Of my sighs at home. .

When autumn: comes we shall meet agam, :
Then how would you raise such SlghS
That they would mist the shore‘ :

Wear yourself not out _

With yearning after me, - -
In the month-when- the autumn wmd blows :
‘We shall mest agam

For you, __who ourney o Shlragl, :
I will, in purlﬁcatlon wait, o
Longmg to sec your eyes. agam, :
To-day or to-morrew. = = '
Unaware. that the ships must wa1t
‘For high tide, '

[ have parted, to my gnef

From my lave 50 500D

SOURCE: The Manyoshu, Trans!atlon of "One Thousand Poems" by The Nippon Gaku}utsu
Shlnkokal (New York: Coiumbla Unwersﬂy Press, 1965}, PP, 242~243

the loncliness of Ieawng famn'y and fnends?

Why m:ght a ‘young ]apanese in the Bth century have chosen to go to Chma despnfe-

333
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- < THE TALE OF GENJI _— N

About 1000, at the height of the Heian period, several great ladies at coutt
chronicled the events of the day. These women did not write in Chinese as the men
of the court did; instead, they used the symbols that the Japanese bad adapted from
the Chinese fo fit their own language. Among the best known works of this period
are The Pillow Book by Sei Shonagon and The Tale of Genji by Lady Murasaki. The
fatter, which has been called the world’s first novel, recounts in leisurely fashion the
adventures of Prince Genji, a son of the emperor. Through Murasaki’s descriptions,

we gain insight into the ceremonies and rituals of court life.

Though it seerned a sheme to put s0 lovely a child into man’s dress, he was now
twelve years old and the time for his Initiation was come. The emperor directed
the preparations with tireless zeal and insisted upon a magnificence beyond
what was prescribed. . .. The ceremony took place in the easiern wing of the
Empercr’s own apartments, and the Throne was placed facing towards the east,
with the seats of the Initiate-to-be and his Sponsor {the Minister of the Left) in
front.

Geniji arrived at the hour of the Monkey [3 PM]. He looked very handsome
with his long childish locks, and the Sponsor, whose: duty it had just been to,
bind them with the purple fillet, was sorry to think that all this would soon be
changed and sven the Clerk of the Treasury seemed Teluctant to sever those
‘lovely iresses with the ritual knife. The E‘mp.e.rdr, as he watched, remembered for
2 moment what pride the mother would have taken in the ceremony, but soon -
drove the weak thought from his mind, - _ . _

Duly crowned, Genji went to his chamber and chianging into man’s dress went
down into the courtyard and performed the Dance. of Homage, which he did
with such grace that tears stood in every eye. And now the Emperor, whose grief

had of late grown somewhat less insistent, was again overwhelmed by msmories
of the past. ' : _

1t had been feared that his delicaie features would show to- less advastage
when he had put aside his childish dress; but on the contrary he looked hand-
‘somer than ever: . _ - - R

His sponsor, the Minister of the Left, had an only daughter whose beauty the
Heir Apparent had noticed. But now the father began to think he woenld not en-"
courage that maich, but would offer her 1o Genji. He sounded the Emperor upon
this, and found that he would be very glad fo obtain for the boy the advantage of
so powerful a connection. ) '

SOUR‘CE: Lady Murasaki, The Tafe of Genji, trans, Acthue Waley (New Yorks Modern Library, 1960),
pp. 18-20,

How can a novel such as The Tale of Genji serve as a historical document? What are
its limitations as a document? ' - .
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JAPAN
400

552

604—
629

645

3

794
1185

1060

1185-
1868

1926
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TIME LINE FOR JAPAN AND THE WEST

yamato clan begins to extend military
control over Honshu, neighboring
Japanese isiands, and parts of Korea

Buddhism introduced inio Japan

Prince Shotoku establishes a consti-
tutional monarchy; opens relations
with Sui dynasty in China

Taika reforms instituted—power of

central government strengthened; tax-
collecting system improved

Heian period begins. Capital moved
fo Heian (Kyolo); contacts with China
become infrequent; power of em-
peror declines

Waorld’s first novel—Tale of Genji—
written by Lady Murasaki

Feudal period. Shogun dynasties rufe
Japan; empercr becomies merely a
ceremonial figure

Emperor Hirohito begins his rule

THE WEST

476

Coliapse of the Roman Empire in the
West; Germanic invasions

528- Justinian briefly reconquers western

565
622

732

doo

840

1096—
1099

1385

1453

territories of Roman Empire

Beginning of expansion of Islam to
North Africa and western Europe

Charles Martel stops Moslem ad-
vance af Tours

Charlemagne crowned Holy Roman

emperor

Carolingian empire declines; feudal-
ism emerges throughout western Fu-
rope as Viking, Magyar, and Moslem
invasions begin

First Crusade

Canterbury Tales writien by Geofirey
Chaucer

Constantinople falls to Turks; end of
Byzantine Fmpire




